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MEMORARDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Inteiligence)
Deputy Director {Plans)
Deputy Director {Suppors:)
Deputy Director {Coordination)
Inspector GCensral

SUBJECT ¢~ Aavisory Ccmitte;.\

o, —

1. For several years now the Cabipnet hag Teen ssriously coocarned
about the use of advisory committess by the Government. By advisory
comulitiee is meart any commitiee, board, commisrion, covncil, panel.
task force, or similar group, uvsed by any deparvment or sgency for
advice or recommendations. that is not camposad wholly of Governmenw:
enployees .

2. The concern of the Adninistration over the use of advisory
comnittees In general arises out of the possibility of conflicks of
interest. A more specialized problem avises in the use of what ere
called industry advisory commitcaes, which are advisory commitiees
composed predominently of menbers or represepteiives of a gingle
industry. Thus, if we were {o eall in a fev prominznt werbers of the
prtroleunm industry o sdvise us on intelligence in +whe petrolewn fileld,
we would techrically have an industry advisory commlitee. EHere tha
problem is created by the antitrust laws vhich forbid remezentatives
of various companies conferring in any mspner that could be deemed to
be business collaboration. While it is guite cbvicus that any such
panel called for cur purposes would not be the type of collsboration
viclating the antitrust laws, the problem is o be able to demonstrste
this.

3. The Cabine® has now decided that certein criferis nust dbe
applied in the use of advieory commitiess:

a. The head of the sgency shall find that such coummittess
are in the public imtersess in connsction with the performance of
duties imposed Ly law;

b. funetions of commitieep ghall be molely adviesory, and
devermineticn of any action to be taken will be made solely by the
proper Govermment official; »
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c. meeting shall be called or approved by Governmen?®
officials who shall also set the egends;

d. meetings shall be chaired by or conducted in the
presence of Government officials who will have full control of
the neetings;

e, minutes of each meeting will be kept at leest in the
form of a swmuary of matters discussed and copclusione reached,
and the minutes will be certified as accurate by a Govermwent
official.

in the case of general advisory commiitees, ¢., 4., or €. may be
waived Ly the agency head if necessary to get on with the buslness.
in the case of industry advisory committesa, howewer, none of these
eriteria may be walved.

ho The Administration’s concern in this field arose out of the
use of advisory groups by certain departments and agemcies, parbiculerly
the Department of Commerce. Certaln ailtustions led to the proposal by
the Comgress that legislation should be enacted to cowtrol the use of
guch groups. Yhe Administration has strongly resisted such leglslation;
it 1=, therefore, imposing its own controls.

5. 1t is obvious that owr utilization of committess would not
normally creats the typ2s of conflict of interest amd entitrust procbleme
that arige with departments like Commerce. However, the Cabinet has
determined that the Administration must be in a position to degonstrate
that the situation is wnder control taroughont all depsriments and
agenciea. Alveady our regulations provide that comsultants zust be used
only in an advisory capacity end that any situation crveating & possible
conflict of interest must L reported immediately. Bevertheless, 1 sm
ecplled upon to malke o report to the Cabinet on the application of the
eriteris set forth above to ouwr use of advisory committess.

6. Will you have prepared as soon as mey be presticeble a report
o the whtilizetion by activities under your Jurlsdicition of advisory
committees of any sort and the application of the spesified criteris
in their wtilization. Based oo your veport, the Exscutive Officer will
maintain e registry of all such advisory commitises and any nev coardttecs
proposad in eny of your areas will e reported to him in advance. Any
ingquiries as to definition or makeup of advisory coumitises or ag to the
eriteria involved should be addressed to the General Counsel. In the
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case of this Agency, the Cabinet will require only a
> general report
and no gpecifics as to nature or cooposition of the committecs f:l;’

go forward.
(signed)}
ALIEN W, DULLES
Mrector
e IDCL
BO

general Counsel

ditto coples to:
Comptroller
nfco
D/iog
D/Pers
D/8ec
/TR
Ch/Audit Scaff
C/om
C/Mgt Stafe
C/Ms
88A-DD/s
SPA-DD/8
/s

Approved For Release 2001/09/06 : CIA-RDP80-01370R000100010029-9



